238                   LORD   READING

advance must depend on the co-operation received from those
upon whom new opportunities of service have been conferred
and by the extent to which it is found that confidence can be
reposed in their sense of responsibility. But surely it is hardly
in accordance with facts to say that the elected representatives of
people in the central legislature possess no power. No impar-
tial observer can deny that the Legislatures, both at headquarters
and in the provinces, have in fact exercised the greatest influ-
ence over the executive, and have developed powers possibly
even greater than the authors of the reform schemes originally
contemplated. It is a high tribute to the sense of responsibility
of the legislatures that these powers have practically in every
instance been exercised with a wise moderation, and herein
lies the brightest augury for the future of representative
institutions in this country.

With the desire of the people of India, apart from those
classes who already belong to the splendid Indian Army, to take
a larger share in the defence of their country, I am entirely in
sympathy. We are doing all in our power to meet this very
laudable desire, but as you have recognised, considerations of
efficiency must be paramount. It is for this reason that it has
been found necessary to proceed slowly and cautiously with the
experiment of granting King's Commissions to Indians. Since
this policy was introduced we have sent each year to Sandhurst
the number of cadets which was fixed by His Majesty's Govern-
ment. This represents about twenty per cent of the number of
the commissions in the Indian Army given annually at present
from Sandhurst. All those who are given cadetships do not
unfortunately qualify for commissions, but the remedy rests
with the cadets themselves. You will, I feel sure, agree that
efficiency must be the first consideration, and that there are no
grounds for admitting to the honour of a King's Commission,
with the great responsibility such a commission entails, anyone,
whether British or Indian, who fails to attain the requisite
standard of efficiency. We are anxious, however, to afford
special educational facilities to Indian lads who desire to enter
the commissioned ranks of the Army in order to fit them to take
full advantage of the Sandhurst course. With this object in
view we are pressing on a scheme for the establishment of a
school at Dehra Dun where education will be given that will
enable young men to pass into Sandhurst and to do credit to
their Motherland while there. I have reason to hope that
this school will be opened early next year. With reference